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Redescription of little-known gnaphosid spider 
Talanites strandi Spassky, 1940 (Aranei: Gnaphosidae) from Crimea 
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ABSTRACT. Redescription of the little-known 
Gnaphosid, Talanites strandi Spassky, 1940, is 
provided, based on specimens from Crimea. This species 
is new to the fauna of Crimea and the record from the 
peninsula is the westernmost locality of T. strandi 
distribution. Illustrations, diagnosis, distribution and 
seasonal activity are presented. 


PE3IOME. Ilo okxsemnnapam n3 Kpsima nepeonn- 
caH MaJIOM3BecTHbIM Bu Talanites strandi Spassky, 
1940. T. strandi ormeuaetca B KphiMy BiepBple. 
Kppim — camas sanagņmas uactb apeana T. strandi. 
IIpupeyenbl pHcyHKH TaKCOHOMHYeCKHX IpPH3HAKOB, 
WWarHo3, CBEJEHHA O paciipocTpaHeHuu H Ce30HHOÑ 
JHHAMHKE AKTHBHOCTH MOJIOBO3pesIbIX OCO6eÑ. 


Introduction 


This paper continues our studies of Crimean 
gnaphosid spiders. So far 67 gnaphosid species 
belonging to 20 genera have been reported from the 
Peninsula [Kovblyuk, 2004, 2006; Kovblyuk & Tuneva, 
2009; Kovblyuk et al., 2009; Kovblyuk & Nadolny, 
2010]. During recent research several additional species 
to the Crimean fauna were found in the Karadag Nature 
Reserve. The goal of this paper is to rediscribe the 
little-known species, Talanites strandi Spassky, 1940, 
and to provide data on the distribution and seasonal 
dynamics of activity of its adults in Crimea. 


Material and Methods 


Specimens for this study were recently collected in 
Crimea. All specimens are deposited in the collection 
of Zoology Department, V.I. Vernadsky Taurida Na- 


tional University, Simferopol, Ukraine, curator M.M. 
Kovblyuk (TNU). Following abbreviations are used in 
the text: a — apical; d — dorsal; pl — prolateral; rl — 
retrolateral; v — ventral. 

Illustrations were made using both reflected and 
transmitted light microscopes. Illustrations of epigyne and 
bulbus were made after maceration in 20% KOH solution. 
Coloration was described from specimens preserved in 
75% ethanol with added glycerin (9:1 by volume). Leg 
and palp segments were measured after their separation 
from the cephalothorax. All measurements are in mm. All 
scale bars are equal 0.1 mm if not otherwise indicated. 


Talanites Simon, 1893 


Type species: T. fervidus Simon, 1893 from Egypt 
and Israel. 

The genus contains 15 species, mostly from the 
Holarctic [Platnick, 2012]. Two species, T. atscharicus 
Mcheidze, 1946 from Caucasus and 7. cavernicola 
Thorell, 1897 from Myanmar, are known by females 
only, and probably are misplaced. 

Talanites can be distinguished from other gnaphosid 
genera by the following combination of characters: 
presence of two dorsal spines on tibia IV; posterior- 
median eyes nearly circular (usually triangular in most 
gnaphosid genera); legs with scopulae; male palp with 
bent tibia, thick embolus and greatly elongated median 
apophysis; males lack a dorsal scutum [Platnick & 
Ovtsharenko, 1991; Levy, 1999]. 


Talanites strandi Spassky, 1940 
Figs 1-12. 


T. s. Spassky, 1940: 353, pl. 7, f. 1 (2). 
T. s.: Platnick & Ovtsharenko, 1991: 119, f. 13-14 (CO). 


188 


M.M. Kovblyuk, Z.A. Kastrygina 


Figs 1—6. Male of Talanites strandi: 1 — palp, retrolateral view; 2 — palp, ventral view; 3 — palp, prolateral view; 4 — palpal tibia, 
retrolateral view; 5 — bulbus, dorso-retrolateral view; 6 — left chelicera, posterior view. Scale bars: 0.1 mm. 

Puc. 1—6. Came Talanites strandi: 1 — nanbia, perpomatepambuo; 2 — nalibia, BeHTpaibHo; 3 — nanbna, nponarTepaJlbHo; 4 — 
TOJICHb MaJIbIbl, peTpouaTepasbyo; 5 — OymbOyc, Jopco—peTponatepabyo; 6 — negas xennnepa, c3aqu. Macuita6: 0,1 MM. 


T. s.: Ponomarev & Tsvetkov, 2004: 94, f. 9-10 (2). 

T. s.: Wunderlich, 2011: 37, f. 30 (drawings taken from Platnick 
& Ovtsharenko [1991]; ©’ only; epigyne in f. 31 is misidentified — 
refers to T. moodyae Platnick & Ovtsharenko, 1991). 

MATERIAL. UKRAINE. Crimea:_Feodosiya Distr.: 8 OC’ 
(TNU-2910/6, 2911/6, 2912/2, 2913/6), Karadag Nature Reserve, 
N44°54'44,9" E 35°12'37,5", 5 m, sea shore, Pistacia mutica, 
Scumpia, pitfalls, 6.06.4.08.2008, A.A. Nadolny. Sudak Distr.: 1 
oO, 3 99 (TNU-2832/14, 2848/5), 10 km west from Sudak, 


Mezhdurechie Vill., grassland, steppe, pitfalls, 2-17.07.2010, M.K. 
Yusufova. 


DIAGNOSIS. Shape of embolus and tibial apophysis 
in male palp, and shape of the epigynal fovea are 
diagnostic characters that clearly separate T. strandi 
from all other congeners. 

DESCRIPTION. Males (n=2) and females (n=2). 
Measurements (#/$): total length 7.3-9.0 / 7.9-8.1; 
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carapace 3.44.3 / 3.4-3.6 long, 2.6-3.2 / 2.6-2.7 wide; 
abdomen 4.0-4.6 / 4.44.7 long, 2.05-2.9 / 2.45-2.7 
wide. Diameters of eyes and interdistances: AM 0.12 / 
0.09, AL 0.14 / 0.12-0.15, PM 0.10 / 0.10, PL 0.12 / 
0.12-0.14, AM—AM 0.06-0.08 / 0.06-0.08, AM—AL 
0.06-0.09 / 0.06, PM—PM 0.14 / 0.16, PM—PL 0.14 / 
0.14-0.15, AM-PM 0.08-0.09 / 0.08-0.10, AL—PL 
0.06-0.08 / 0.06-0.08. Distances between anterior eyes 
and margin of clypeus: AM-clypeus 0.14—0.18 / 0.09- 
0.10, AL—clypeus 0.10-0.15 / 0.06—0.10. Length of 
palp segments (male/female): femur 1.1—1.2 / 1.1-1.3, 
patella 0.5—0.8 / 0.7, tibia 0.7—0.8 / 0.7, tarsus 1.1-1.2/ 
1.0-1.1. Length of leg segments (male/female): 


11.4-13.8/ 
10.6-11.5 


Cheliceral teeth (9/9): anterior — 3 or 4 / 3; poste- 
rior — 2/2. 
Male leg spination: 


Metatarsus 
Leg I d 1-1-1, -1-1, 1, 


1, 
2-2 
l or l-l (1 of 2 


1-1-1 or 1-1 (1 of 
specimens), 


r 
d 
2 
pl 1-1, 
rl 1-1 or 1-1-2 (1 of 
2 specimens) 

Leg Ill d1-1-l, 
P! p 
rl l-l or 1-1-1 (1 of 
2 specimens) 
d1-1-1, 
pl 1- 
r 


Leg IV 


-1-1-1, 
1-1-1 v 2-1-1-2a or 2-1-2-2a 


nd1-l-1-1, 
v 2-1-1-2a or 
2-2-2a (1 of 2 
specimens) 


(1 of 2 specimens) 


-1-2-2a or 


~1-1-1-la(1 of2 


ria (lof 
ci mens) 


Leg IV pl 2-2-2, 
rl 1-1 -1-2 or 2-1-1-2 
(1 of2 specimens), 
v 2-1-1-2a 


In both sexes tarsi I-III and metatarsi I-II with 
scopula. Tarsi IV in both sexes are remarkably thin and 
arched, in contrast to unmodified tarsi LHII. 

Coloration yellow with characteristic dorsal pattern 
on abdomen (Fig. 7). 

Male palp with peculiar robust embolus with folded 
and invaginated tip, median apophysis with second 
point and broad retrolateral tibial apophysis (Figs 1- 
5). Epigyne with peculiar wide depression and massive 
spermathecae; hood is lacking (Figs 9-11). 

VARIATION. Second point in median apophysis 
varies in size from large to very small (cf. Figs 1-3, 5 
and fig. 14 in Platnick & Ovtsharenko [1991]). 
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Figs 7-8. Male of Talanites strandi: 7 — general appearance, 
dorsal; 8 — tarsus IV, retrolateral view. Scale bar: 0.1 mm. 

Puc. 7-8. Camen Talanites strandi: 7 — raOutyc, ȚOpcaJIbHO; 
8 — nanka IV, perponatembHo. Macurra6: 0,1 MM. 


TYPE LOCALITY. Amvrossievka Vill., Donetsk 
Area, Ukraine [Spassky, 1940: 355]. 

DISTRIBUTION. Ukraine (Crimea, Donetsk Area), 
Russia (Rostov and Volgograd Areas), Kazakhstan 
(West Kazakhstan Area) [Spassky, 1940; Platnick & 
Ovtsharenko, 1991; Ponomarev & Tsvetkov, 2004; 
Piterkina & Ovtcharenko, 2009; present data]. Crimea 
is the westernmost point of 7. strandi distribution. 

HABITATS. Sparse forests with Pistacia mutica, 
steppes and semideserts. 

PHENOLOGY. In Crimea: S'S — VI-VII; 92 — 
VII [present data]. A similar phenology for this species 
was reported from Rostov Area: JẸ — VI-VII 
[Ponomarev & Tsvetkov, 2004], but in West Kazakhstan 
(Dzhanibek): “9 — IX, males were collected one month 
later than in Crimea [Platnick & Ovtsharenko, 1991]. 
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Figs 9-12. Female of Talanites strandi: 9 — epigyne, ventral view; 10 — epigyne, ventral view (after maceration); 11 — epigyne, 
dorsal view (after maceration); 12 — palpal claw, prolateral view. Scale bars: 0.1 mm. 


Puc. 9-12. Camxa Talanites strandi: 9 — onuruna, BeHTpaibHo; 10 — onuruna, BeHTpasIbHO (nocie Manepannn); 11 — onuruna, 
opcasbHo (moce Manepannn); 12 — KOTOTOK mabNb, nponarepasHo. Macmwra6: 0,1 mM. 
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